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1 . Basis of the report 

a. With regard to the language, the international search was carried out on the basis of the intemational application in the 
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I I the International search was carried out on the basis of a translation of the intemational application fumished to this 
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international application as filed has been furnished. 
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I I Certain claims were found unsearchable (See Box I). 
I I Unity of invention is lacking (see Box II). 



4. With regard to the title, 

fX] the text is approved as submitted by the applicant. 
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5. With regard to the abstract 

pT] the text is approved as submitted by the applicant. 

I I the text has been established, according to Rule 38.2(b), by this Authority as it appears in Box III. The applicant may, 
' — ' within one month from the date of mailing of this international search report, submit comments to this Authority. 

6. The figure of the drawings to be published with the abstract is Figure No. 2 
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Form PCT/ISA/210 (first sheet) (July 1998) 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



A. CLASSIFICATION OF SUBJECTTaATTER 

IPC 7 F16M11/32 F16M11/14 



According to International Patent Classification (IPC) or to both national classification and IPC 



I 



ationai Application No 

'T/IT 02/00202 



B. RELOS SEARCHED 



Minimum documentation searched (classification system followed by classification symbols) 

IPC 7 F16M 



Documentation searched other than minimum documentation to the extent that such documents are included in the fields searched 



Electronic data base consulted during the international search (name of data base and. where practical, search terms used) 

WPI Data, PAJ, EPO-Internal 



C, DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Category " Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages 



Relevant to claim No. 



us 3 128 982 A (CHRISTOPHER) 

14 April 1964 (1964-04-14) 

column 2, line 27 - line 45; figures 1,2 

US 4 579 436 A (JAUMANN LEONHARD) 
1 April 1986 (1986-04-01) 
column 2, line 36 -column 3, line 40; 
figures 1-3 



US 2 168 988 A (HULTQUIST BERNARD A) 
8 August 1939 (1939-08-08) 
page 2, left-hand column, line 27 
-right-hand column, line 27; figures 1-4 



1,12,13 
1,12,13 
2 

1,12,13 



-/-- 



Further documents ars listed in the continuation of box C. 



Patent family members are listed in annex. 



** Speciat categories of cited documents : 

"A' document defining the general state of the art which is not 
considered to be of particular relevance 

*E* eariier document but published on or after the international 
filing date 

*L* document which may throw doubts on priority ciaim(s) or 
which is cited to establish the publication date of another 
citation or other special reason (as specified) 

'O' document refening to an oral disclosure, use. exhibition or 
other means 

'P' document published prior to the international filing date but 
later than the priority date claimed 



'T' later document published after the international filing date 
or priority date and not in conflict with the application but 
cited to understand the principle or theory underlying the 

invenlicn 

•X' document of particular relevance: the claimed invention 
cannot be considered novel or cannot be considered to 
Involve an inventive step when the document is taken alone 
•Y* document of particular relevance: the claimed invention 

cannot be considered to Involve an inventive step when the 
document is combined with one or more other such docu- 
ments, such combination being obvious to a person skilled 
In the art- 
's* document member of the same patent family 



Date of the actual completion of the international search 



21 November 2002 



Date of malting of the international search report 



28/11/2002 



Name and mailing address of the ISA 

European Patent Office. P.B. 5818 Patentlaan 2 
NL - 2280 HV Rijswijk 
Tel. (+31-70) 340-2040, Tx. 31 651 epo nl. 
Fax: (+31-70) 340-3016 



Authorized officer 



Baron, C 



Form PCT/lSA/210 (second shoet) (July 1992) 



Best Available Copy 



page 1 of 2 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



C.(Continuation) DOCUMENTS COnflDERED TO BE RELEVANT 




ML 



;mational Application No 

/IT 02/00202 



Category ' 



Citatloh of document, with indication, whiere appropriate, of the relevant passages 



Relevant to claim No. 



DE 36 577 C (MULLER) 

18 August 1886 (1886-08-18) 

the whole document 

FR 919 481 A (COUTANT) 

10 March 1947 (1947-03-10) 

the whole document 

EP 0 952 383 A (MANFROTTO LINO & C SPA) 

27 October 1999 (1999-10-27) 

cited in the application 

column 2, line 56 -column 3, line 14; 

figures 1-3 

DE 39 39 540 A (ASANUMA) 
6 June 1991 (1991-06-06) 
column 2, line 35 - line 52; figures 1,2 



1-4 



2.6.7 



12,13 



14 



Form PCT/ISA/21 0 (ccntinuation ol second sheet) (July 1 992) 

Best Available Copy page 2 of 2 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 

Drmatlon on patent family members 



jnational Application No 

/IT 02/00202 



Patent document 




Publication 




Patent family 




Publication 


ciicu in searcn repon 




date 




rnernber(s) 




date 


us 3128982 


A 


14-04-1964 


NONE 








US 4579436 


A 


01-04-1986 


DE 


3425374 


CI 


02-01-1986 








AU 


577873 


B2 


06-10-1988 








AU 


4457685 A 


16-01-1986 








GB 


2161857 


A ,B 


22-01-1986 








IT 


1208818 


B 


10-07-1989 








JP 


61092394 


A 


10-05-1986 


US 2168988 


A 


08-08-1939 


NONE 








DE 36577 


c 




NONE 








FR 919481 


A 




NONE 








EP 0952383 


A 


27-10-1999 


IT 


PD980096 


Al 


25-10-1999 








CN 


1232935 


A 


27-10-1999 








DE 


69804761 


01 


16-05-2002 








EP 


0952383 


A2 


27-10-1999 








JP 


11311398 A 


09-11-1999 








US 


6164843 


A 


26-12-2000 


DE 3939540 


A 


06-06-1991 


DE 


3939540 


Al 


06-06-1991 



Form PCT/lSA/210 (patent family annex) (July 1992) 



Best Available Copy 



